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h s letter is in comment to the Notice of Inquiry FCC

- nd supports the proposal of the Radian Corporation
- 2) to accommodate non-Government wind profiler radars

in a band centered on 915 MHz.

During the 1980's, staff of the Environmental Research
Laboratories (ERL) of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) conceived, developed, fabricated, and
deployed small, mobile, and inexpensive 915 MHz radars capable of
measuring the profile of winds from about 100 to 3000 meters
above the surface of the Earth. Their value in meteorological
and climatological research and acid rain and air pollution
studies was amply demonstrated in field experiments carried out
throughout the united States and internationally. In light of
this success, ERL entered into a Cooperative Research and
Development Agreement with the Radian Corporation in 1991 for the
purpose of transferring the 915 MHz wind profiler technology
developed in Government laboratories to the private sector. That
profiler technology has been successfully transferred and Radian
wishes to develop a market for these devices.

In the current Tables of Frequency Allocations, non-military
Government profilers are secondary to military radiolocation
devices, but primary to all other users in the 902-928 MHz band.
While this circumstance satisfies the allocation needs of
Government users, it does not satisfy the needs of non-Government
users such as state and local governments, operators of nuclear
plants, meteorological firms, and university researchers. NOAA,
especially ERL, has a strong and satisfying history of
cooperation with these organizations and individuals and with
this letter supports the accommodation of non-Government wind
profiler radars in the band 915 +/- 6.25 MHz.

Sincerely,
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Alan R. Thomas
Director, ERL
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